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life. Sitaji, when she was a captive in the Ashokavatika was offered all sorts of
fine things by Ravana but she indignantly refused to use any of them, she
preferred to live on fruits and cover her body with the bark of the trees. So,
as long as India is in the chains of slavery and dhaima raj is not established,
every man and woman of India must look down upon the foreign clothes as
something really untouchable.

In the end he advised the northern ladies to mix freely with their Madrasi
sisters and said that they must bring up their children properly. They must
infuse bravery, courage in them.

The Hindu, 19-9-1921

55.   SPEECH AT PIECE-GOODS MERCHANTS9 MEETING,
MADRAS
September 16, 1921
An important general body meeting of the Madras Piece-Goods Mer-
chants* Association was held last evening in the Association premises to discuss
the question of boycott of foreign cloth with Mahatma Gandhi. The meeting
was largely attended by the members of the Association. Maulana Azad
Sobhani, Messrs Yakub Hassan, C. Rajagopalachari and T. S. S. Rajsji were
also present at the meeting. The speeches were in English and were tran-
slated by Mr. C. Rajagopalachari.
Mr. Ramjee Kalyanjee on behalf of the Association welcomed Mahatmaji.
. . . Mahatma Gandhi in reply said :
GENTLEMEN,
It gives me the greatest pleasure really to meet you here this
afternoon. It has been my good fortune to enjoy the sweetest of
relations with the piece-goods merchants. As you know I had several
meetings with them in Bombay and in Calcutta, and through-
out my travels in the different parts of India I have taken good
care to see the merchant community. You will be glad to learn
from me that in all these places they have been in full sympathy,
as they ought to have been with this great swadeshi movement,
and you will be glad to learn also that with the exception of
Calcutta the merchants by a very large majority have agreed to
stop importing any further foreign cloth. The Calcutta merchants,
I know, have found some difficulties. They suggested that they
would stop imports only up to 31st December and should reserve
to themselves the liberty for exchanging and selling foreign yarns
amongst them with their existing stocks. I was unable to accept
that proposition, because I felt that was nothing but camouflage.